S0UTH AMERICAN TRAVELS

YROM THE ATLANTIC TO THE PA~
CIFIC, VIA THE AMAZONS.

. Edrly on the mornitig of the 7th of July,
873, the steam-ship Ontario arrived off the
pouth of the Para River, and after a dull and
nonotonous day’s sail up its yellow waters, an-
‘hored at 6 in the evening; about two miles be-
ow the City of “Santa Maris de Belemm do Gram
Para,” better known fothe warld ac Para. For
t few mometits we enjoyed the view of the dis-
iont eity, which,.lit up in the rays of the setting
mn, with its spires and cupolas, its white-
valled and red-roofed Government buildings,
'!;l,d its long row of warchouses, awoke in our
ninds visions of comfort and splendor. After
‘xercising for nearly two hours that most es-
aimable virtue, patience, which all travelers on
‘he South American Continent are obliged, soon-
i or later, to cultivate, the Custom-house tug
urived from the city.
 Mr. Gillet, agent of the steam-ship company,
vas on board, and informed us that rooms had
éen engaged for us at the hotel. Bidding a
1asty adieu to our friends on the Ontario, we
¥eére soon winding our way through a fleet of
wchooners, ships, and steamers of various na-
ions, toward the Government landing, Most
yeautiful was the view of the city as we ap-
‘yroached it Ly moonlight, and well ealculated
©0 awaken romantic dreams in the minds of
:hose who, fresh from the wintry North, were
ull of visions of tropical luxury and magnifi-
rence. In the course of half an hour we had
anded, passed the Custom-house, and teken
possession of our rooms at the ¢ Hotel do Com-
nereio.”

Para, founded by Caldeira in 1616, is situated
) the river of the same name, near the junc-
don of the rivers Guama, Aecama, and Moju,
sbout seventy-five miles from the sea. Without
2 rival at the mouth of the Amazons and being
the only commercial outlet of that marvelous
nver, it is, without doubt, destined to become a
freat emporinm when time, emigration, and in-
elligent Government shall have done their
vork. Its population has, at times, been greatly
reduced by disease and revolution, and now
aumbers 30,000. It is the largest city on the
Amazons, and eapital of a province more than
ix times as largeas New-England. The greater
part of the population is an amalgamation of
Braz:lian, negro, and Indian. Here and there
among the wealthier class are found the pure
Brazilian and Portuguese, with a few scattered
‘epresentatives from Germany, France, Eng-
land, and the United States.

The Portuguese far outnumber all other for-
pigners. In 1872 there were 5,000 in the prov-
Xice, being engaged principally as traders and
mecharies, what little agriculture there is being
m the hands of the Indians. For many years
the prevailing opinion in regard to the climate
of Para bas been that it is extremely unhealthy.
Oxne of the causes of this opinion was undoubt-
2dly the injudicious method of living adopted
0y the earlier settlers, and even now there are
many foreigners, both in Para and on the Ama-
zons, who have rot yet learned to accommodate
their habits to the chmate. Amnother cause, as
asserted by some, is that these reports of the
anhealthy condition of the city have been care-
fully detailed and greatly exaggzerated by mo-
asopolizing mercantile houses. We found the
olimate delightful. The mercury ranges from
“4° to 87° Fahrenheit, the mean apnual tem-
perature, accordinz to Prof. Orton’s observa-
tion3, being S0° 2" Fahrenheit. The heat of
the sun during the day is greatly tempered
by the trade winds, and the nighis are comfort-
ebly cool, the natives all sleeping under blan-
kets, being sensitive to a very sligcht variation
of the temperature. During the three months
we were on the Amazons, although alimost di-
rectly under the equator, we never found tho
beat so oppressive as we have during 2 Sum-
mer’s day in New-York. One reason for this is
that, the days being only twelve hours long, the
parth does not absorb so much heat as in lat-
itudes where they are sixteen, and, morecover,
tke air is codled by the almost constant evan-
pration from so large a surface of water, and
tbe disagreeablie dryness often experienced in
mcre temperate regions is removed.

The provinee, governed by a President sent
from Rio, elects Deputies every four years
to the Imperial Parlinment, every housecholder,
without distinction of race or color, having
a vote, and there is nothing to prevent a man
from working himself up to positions of trust
and influence. Prof. Orton, in 1867, writine
of tho Government of Brazil, says: “Itis a
bappy blending of imperial dignity and Repub-
lican freedom. White, negro, half-caste, and
Indian may be seen gitting side by side on the
jury bench.” Surely, *‘the nation cannot be a
despicable one whose best men are able to work
themselves up to positions of trust and influ-
ence.” -

One of the most intellizgent and best educated
men we met in Brazil was Dr. André Rebouecas,
baving considerable African blood, but 2 man
whko had more knowledge of the country, and
evinced a greater interest in every thing per-
taining to its welfare and deveclopment, than
most of the Government officials with whom
we came in contact. He had traveled exten-
gively im Europe, and was returning
bome by way of the United States. When
in this.City he was refused admittance, on ac-
count of his race, to one of our first-class ho-
tels. Coming from imperial Brazil, the only
nation on the American Continent that tolerates
glavery, but where 2ll such prejudices agamst
color are unknown, imagine his surprise af such
treatment in the United States. The principal
esports from Para are rubber, ecacao, copaiba-
oil, Brazil-nuts, Tonka beans, hats, sarsaparilla,
tobacco, piassaba, coffee, sugar, farina, and ca-
chaca. In 1871 the value of these exports was$6,-
701,561, of which £5,323,135 was for rubber. The
rubber goes to the United Statesand England, ca-
caoto France, Brazil-nuts, copaiba-oil, and Tonka
beans to the United States, hats, sarsaparilla, and
tobacco to the southern provinces of Brazil, pias-
gaba to England, and sugar, farina, and cachaga
to Portugal. The figures representing the value
of these exports would be much higher, and
commerce and agriculture would be carried op
on 2 much larger scale were it not for the ex-
port duties, which are exorbitantly high., Of
these and the import duties I shall treat more
folly in my next letter. The two togetber are

'a terrible curse to Amazonian enterprise and
emigration.

A few mornings afier our arrival we sfarted
out from onr hotel 2bout 6in the morning to take
awalk about the city and its surroundings. The
Rua de Boa Vista on which street our hotel was
gituated led us to the Grand Plaza. On the east
gide, and on the corner of the street leading down
to the Custom-house and Government buildings,
gtands an old church, gray with the mould of
3@5, its picturesque appearance greatly in-
creased by the mosses, vines, and shrubs, which
ﬁnd a substantial support upon its yellow walls

and red roofs. The Rua deBoa Vista extends on
bgyon(l the Plaza, and, although not the prin-

cipal street in the city, it-is here that most of

the business houses of the foreign population
are located. Crossing the Plaza, we entered
the Rua dos Mercadores, the widest, best paved,
aﬁd most important street in the qit;;:. Through
this streetruns the circular steam ?axlway, built
some flve years ago by an Engh§h cowpany.
Ii:passes through the city, round its ?ntsk_nfts,
20d eut to the pretty little suburb of Nazaré,

of thé Auiesh 5 Brazil; the sbchitectire, dcdord-
ing to Prof. Orton; being superior to that dis-
Pplayed in the churches of Quito.

On the west.side is the new palace for the
President of the- province, at present in course
of construetion, The material uged is a ferrugi-
nous sandstone, the only building (?) stons found
anywhere near the city. It is poor stuff, being
very f{riable, and decomposes and falls to pieces
rapidly. Bricks are rarely used in the construe-
tion of the houses, being very expensive—$50
oold a thousand—most of the houses being
built of small stones cemented in mortar, form-
ing a comparatively durable edifice. Para, I
think, would be a good place for some enter-
prising man to establish works for artificial”
building-stone. Taking seats in one of the cars
of the circular railway, we started for Nazaré.
It was a beautiful morning, clear and cool, and
in looking back mow, that morning ride
stands out in our memory as the ‘pleasantest
part of our short'stay at Para. On'.we went
down 3 broad avenue lined on either /gide with
the cotton-wood tree and palm, past the little
chapel dedicated to our Lady of Nazareth, the
most celebrated shrine in all northern Brazil,
through the picturesque little town, and omne
mile and a bhalf into the Brazilian forest. Dur-
ing the greater part of the ride we noticed on
every side the pretty ¢ rocinhas,” as the coun-
try residences are called. Most of them are of
oune story, but with a broad veranda running
round the house. Those of the wealthier class
are faced with colored tiles, the others -wwhite-
washed or painted, the prevailing colors being
green and yellow. the national colors of Brazil.
Returning through another part of the town,
we passed the elegant residence of Seiior Pi-
mento Bueno, the Vanderbilt, Astor, and
Brown Bros. ot Para. Controlling steam navi-
gation on the Amazons, largely interested
in real estate, he still finds time to
make his banking-house one of the most re-
liable in Para. We returned to the hotel at 11,
at which time most of the inhabitants breakfast.
The general custom is to rise at 6, and after
coffce to attend to business till breakfast. From
then till dinner at 4 but little is done, no ono
going out unless compelled to do soj for al-
though the leat is often not {felt there as much
as i1t 1s in more temperate climes, still itis
universally acknowledged to be a very danger-
ous proceeding, especially for foreigners. From
dinner till 8 or 9 the temperature is generaliy
delightful, and the streets are full of people.
Living at Para is very high, as most of the
nccessaries and all the luxuries are imporied,
the duties being exorbitant. The city is
lichted by gas, furnished by an English com-
pany at $4 per 1,000 cubic feet. The country
round about is all forest, and it is with diffi-
culty that the jungle is kept out of the sireets.
Most of the houses and all of the churches and
old buildings are covered with moss and grass.
and some even with good-sized shrubs. Prof.
Orton says it is a growing city. On making
our arrangements on the following day to leave
on the 12th, we found that a steamer leaves
Para on the 4th and 18th of cach month for
Manaos, one thousand miles up the river, the
steamer of the 2d making direct connections at
Manaos with Tabatinga, the Brazilian frontier
town, so that leaving Para on the 4th of any
ianonth one may arrive at Yurimaguas, the head
of mavigation on the Huallaga, about 2,500
miles from the Atlantic, on the the G6th of the
following month. On the 12th and 20th,
stecamers leave for Santarem and Obidos. Be-
sides this there are private steamers continually
ascending the river, in which passengers may
always sccure passage, generally at reduced
rates. The regular fares are, from Para to
Santarem, 500 miles up the river, $235; Para to
Manaos, £50; Para to Tabatinga, £100, and
Tabatinga to Yurimaguas, $75. Steamers
ascend the most imporiant tributaries about

once a month.
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